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SUB J : SUSPENSION OF NEGOTIATIONS: ISRAELIS BEGIN TO TAKE 
A SECOND LOOK 

1. AS DEPARTMENT HAS NOTED FROM OUR MEDIA REACTION 
AND OTHER REPORTING, ISRAELI COMMENTARIES IN FIRST TEN 
DAYS AFTER SUSPENSION OF NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN CONSISTENT 
IN THEIR SUPPORT OF THE GOI'S DECISIONS. 

2. IN APRIL 1 PRESS, WE HAVE NOTED FIRST TWO COMMEN- 
TARIES OF A MORE CRITICAL NATURE, INDICATING THAT ISRAELIS 
THEMSELVES ARE BEGINNING TO TAKE A SECOND LOOK AT THE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND TO ASK THEMSELVES WHETHER GOI'S DECISIONS 
WERE EITHER NECESSARY OR CORRECT. 

3. HAARETZ COMMENTATOR YOEL MARCUS'S ANALYSIS IS SUMMARIZED 
AT CONSIDERABLE LENGTH IN TODAY'S MEDIA REACTION CABLE 
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PRIME MINISTER RABIN VASCILLATED BETWEEN RIGID 

NEGOTIATING POSITION AND A MORE FLEXIBLE ONE (A MILITARY AGREEMENT 
WITH POLITICAL CONTENT), AND THAT AS EGYPTIANS MOVED TOWARD 
MEETING THE CONDITIONS OF THE LATTER, GOI REVERTED BACK TO ITS MORE 
" FORCEFUL OBJECTIVE". MARCUS INDICATES THAT IN PROCESS GOI FAILED 
TO ACHIEVE EITHER OF ITS OBJECTIVES - TO DEMONSTRATE THAT EGYPT 
WAS THE INTRANSIGENT PARTNER PREVENTING ACHIEVEMENT OF 
A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OR TO GAIN TIME. MARCUS CONCLUDES THAT 
GOI HAD FAILED TO DECIDE IN ADVANCE WHAT ITS REAL OBJECTIVES ERE. HE 
ALSO BLIEVES THAT US-ISRAELI CONSULTATION MUST BE 
IMPROVED IF NEGOTIATIONS RESUME. 

4. DAVAR CORRESPONDENT DANIEL BLOCH NOTES THAT 

SUSPENSION OF NEGOTIATION CONSTITUTES MOST SERIOUS 

US-ISRAEL DISAGREEMENT IN LONG TIME. HE ASKS 

WHETHER GOI HAD FORESEEN THIS CONFRONTATION AND 

PARTICULARLY WHETHER IT HAD TO ERUPT 

OVER " SO COMPARITIVELY MARGINAL AN ISSUE AS THE 

PASSES AND ABU RODEIS RATHER THEN OVER SUCH VITALQUESTIONS AS 

THE FINAL BORDERS, THE GOLAN HEIGHTS, 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH OR JERUSALEM?" 

BLOCH NOTES THAT A US-ISRAELI CONFRONTATION IS NOT THE 

SORT OF GAMBLE THAN ISRAEL CAN AFFORD TO TAKE WITH ITS VITAL AND 

POLITICAL INTERESTS, AND ASKKS WHETHER THIS EVENTUALITY 

HAD BEEN TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT WHEN ISRAEL WENT INTO THE 

NEGOTIATIONS. BLOCH ALSO NOTES US COMPLAINS THAT 

SECRETARY HAD BEEN GIVEN REASONS TO EXPECT ISRAELI 

FLEXIBILITY ON EXTERNAL FORMS OF ITS POLITICAL REQUIREMENTS 

FROM EARLIER TALKS WITH RABIN AND ALLON, AND THAT PERES HAD SUBSEQUEN 

TLY 

BEEN " SPOKE IN THE WHEEL". STATEMENT BY SENIOR ISRAELI 

MINISTERS IN MEDIA ALSO GAVE ISRAEL AN IMPORTANT IMAGE 

OF FLEXIBILITY, WHICH MAY HAVE LED US AND GOE TO 

THINK THAT ISRAELS OPENING POSITION WOULD BE SUBJECT TO GREATER 

MODIFICATION. IF THIS WAS NOT THE CASE, HE CONCLUDED, 

KISSINGER MIGHT NOT HAVE STARTED HIS SHUTTLE AT ALL. 
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